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Guild ends year with $88,000 gift to GSO 

 

Another fun and successful 
year was celebrated on May 
17th,  as members and guests 
gathered at Greensboro Coun-
try Club for the Guild's end-of- 
year General Luncheon Meet-
ing.  
Under the skilled leader-

ship of Sharon Kasica and the 
enthusiasm of a strong and 
growing Guild, $88,000 was 
raised and presented to Lisa 
Crawford, President & CEO, 
Greensboro Symphony Orches-
tra. The donation was designat-
ed for music education.  
The program included a 

talk by Garson Rice, who is 
chairman of the Greensboro 
Symphony Board and, along 
with wife Cathy, was the 2012 
recipient of the Guild's prestig-
ious Barbara Cone Award. Nominations Chair Melissa Tankersley presented the Golden Note 
Award, which went to a very deserving Pam Stearns. In addition, the recently elected officers 
for 2017-2018 were inducted. Incoming president Linda Hiatt gave an inspiring talk and intro-
duced her theme for the coming year: "Always a Symphony, Never a Solo".  
Hospitality Chair Dianne Pusch coordinated the luncheon, assisted by Vice Chairs Linda 

Baker, April Parker, Peggy Lowe and Renay Pugh. 

Established in 1979, the Golden Note Award is presented to 
those Guild members who have made an outstanding service con-
tribution to the Guild and to the community. Our 2017 recipient 
qualifies on both counts. She joined the Guild in 2007 and 
jumped in with both feet, chairing the Golf Tournament. She has 
served on the Executive Board and supported numerous fundrais-
ers, deb activities, Classics events and Musicale Sundays. She can 
read a spreadsheet, explain budgets and track down expenses with 
such skill that our President Elect has deemed her a masterful 
forensic accountant. The Guild has been most fortunate to benefit 
from the financial expertise of our current Treasurer, Pam 
Stearns. The Guild has shared in her life journey, witnessing her 
marriage to Dennis and the birth of daughters Angela and Bailey. 
The Stearns family has opened their home and hearts to our or-
ganization. 
Pam is the Director of Financial Focus for Women, Chief 

Financial Officer and a Financial Advisor at Stearns Financial 
Group. She feels that guiding women to make better financial 
and life decisions is her professional calling. She holds a BA in 
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2017-2018 officers are (left to right):  VP Education, Kristie Smith; 
VP Operations, Ronda Szymanski; Secretary, Vanessa Skenes; Past 
President, Sharon Kasica; President, Linda Hiatt; President-Elect, 
Laura Green; Treasurer, Cindy Stark; and VP Marketing, Pam 

Smith. VP Fund Raising Betsy Craft, was not present. 

! ǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ [ƛǎŀ /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘ 

όǊƛƎƘǘύ ŀŎŎŜǇǘǎ ǘƘŜ DǳƛƭŘϥǎ 

ϷууΣллл ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎƛƊ ǿŀǎ 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ {ƘŀǊƻƴ YŀǎƛŎŀΦ 



Dear Guild Members, 
 
It is sad to think that this is my last letter to you as your 
President. But, it is so nice to end my term with exciting 
and successful events. I want to take a moment to thank 
those who made it possible. Guild Gals Co-Chairs, An-
drea Alemanni, Kathy Amato, and Kim Jones hosted a 
fabulous Simply Social event, ñCelebrate Spring,ò at Wine 
Styles on April 20th. It was a lovely summation of the 
Community Relations' efforts this year. Guild Guys Co-
Chairs, Keith Faircloth, John Nosek, Bob Jones, and 
Ken Kasica, also planned a super fun Simply Social 
event, ñBaseball and Beer," at the Greensboro Grasshop-
pers Ballpark on April 21st. We hope our men members 
will continue to chair events and socials in the future. I 
also want to thank and recognize Pam Stearns for hosting 

the lovely Guild Classic's Tea in her beautiful home. Pamôs long term generosity and 
support of the Guild makes her the best choice for the 2016-2017 Golden Note Award 
winner. Congratulations Pam! 
Our last and only repeat fundraiser this year, Love & Music Tennis Tournament, 

was once again a great success! Event Chair Sherri Hill and Vice Chair Brenda 
Macfadden did an outstanding job planning a delicious luncheon, a fun fashion show, 
and of course, organizing a great morning on the courts for all who played. It was also 
a very profitable event due to the support of our members, guests, and corporate spon-
sors. These ladies did an outstanding job!! 
Many Guild committees have worked behind the scenes throughout the year to 

make the Guild run like a fine-tuned machine. Those committees include Newsletter, 
Nominations, Hospitality and Luncheons, Membership, Publicity, Website, Classic's 
Committee, Community Relations, Programs, and Volunteer Coordinator. Please join 
me in thanking all these dedicated members for their efforts and commitment over the 
last year. 
Last but certainly not least, I want to thank this yearôs Executive Committee: 

Treasurer Pam Stearns, Secretary Vanessa Skenes, VP Education Olivia Gillespie, 
VP of Operations Laura Green, VP of Marketing Ann Mueller, VP of Fundraising 
Kim Jones, Past President Andrea Knupp, and the Board of Directors, for their un-
wavering support and friendship. I could not have done this job without them.  
Although I am very proud that we surpassed our fundraising goals this year, in 

my mind this has been a momentous year full of many ñfirstsò for the Guild: 
 

¶The ñfirstò year Corporate Sponsors donated $44,000, which is double our typi-
cal annual Corporate Sponsorship.  

¶The ñfirstò year the Guild collaborated with the Greensboro Opera, the Greens-
boro Ballet and the Greensboro Symphony to stage a memorable production enjoyed 
by event attendees and the general public at the ñfirstò spectacular event in Lebauer 
Park. 

¶The ñfirstò year we utilized Sign-up Genius for volunteer coordination, making 
it so much easier to enlist volunteers for every event. 

¶The ñfirstò year the Community Relations Committee produced an outreach bro-
chure to promote the Guild throughout our community and the ñfirstò year they shared 
their Community Relations presentation at the Elementary School Concerts.  

¶The ñfirstò year we negotiated with a printer, A Bolder Image, to produce all 
Guild printing in order to save money.  

¶The ñfirstò year the Guild had a formal membership logo, A Bright Future Built 
on Music, and campaign focused on driving membership among men, which led to 
more Active Couples joining and men being counted for the ñfirstò time as Active 
Members in our total membership numbers. This year the Guild experienced the high-

(Continued on page 3) 
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The stars and the weather gods 

aligned to produce a beautiful night for 
Feast & Follies on the Great Lawn of Leb-
auer City Park last fall. Now it is time  to 
save the date for the 2017 edition of Feast 
& Follies! We will return to the Great 
Lawn at Lebauer City Park on Saturday, 
October 7, 2017. We will enjoy wonderful 
appetizers, wine and beer and be invited to 
peruse and bid on unique silent auction 
items. Of course, there will be beautiful 
raffle prizes provided by our sponsors, that 
were unveiled at our May luncheon meet-
ing. As the sun goes down, we will feast 
on a catered dinner, served family style at 
beautifully appointed tables. The lights 
will be dimmed for a wonderful JAZZ 
showcase featuring local middle school, 
high school and college jazz musicians!  
It will be another special evening, not 

only for our guests, but for anyone who 
happens to be in the park that night. It will 
show how important music education is, 
not only to our youth and their families, 
but also to our city at large. You donôt 
want to miss it!  
           
      Host Packages info, page 7 
 

economics from UCLA and an MBA with 
emphasis in Finance and Accounting from 
the University of California, Irvine. There 
is an alphabet of credentials behind her 
name, including CPA, RFG, CDFA, 
AICPA and FPA. 
Pam is also involved with many non-

profit boards, including Greensboro's 
Women to Women's Endowment Fund, 
Hospice, Junior League, Bennett College 
and Peninsula Center for the Blind.  She 
loves traveling and outdoor sports and was 
featured in a series of articles by the Amer-
ican Sailing Association. She also ap-
peared on a nationwide PBS TV Series 
with Susan Bradley, ñWomen in Transi-
tion.ò Ms. Bradley states, ñPam has the 
gift of helping people understand complex 
and often confusing financial issues while 
making it fun and exciting at the same 
time. She brings out the best in people and 
genuinely cares about making a difference 
in people's lives.ò  
Thank you, Pam, for making a differ-

ence in our lives and sharing your many 
gifts so generously. We honor you today 
with the Golden Note Award. 

(Stearns continued from page 1) 
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est number of new men members in our history, a very high number of 41 new mem-
bers in one Guild year, and a high total membership, which now exceeds 317 mem-
bers. 
On a personal note, this may also be the ñfirstò year a Guild President has worked 

full time in a demanding professional career while also serving as Guild President. 
Yes, it is possible! As such, this yearôs accomplishments must be credited to the lead-
ership efforts shown by each individual V.P., Chair, Co-chair, Committee member, 
and volunteer.  
Even though this has been a year with many ñfirsts,ò it is not the first year the 

Guild has faced challenges and still surpassed ambitious goals in spite of those chal-
lenges. I believe the Guild membersô commitment to our mission and their dedication 
to those we serve is what inspires us all. It has been a tremendous honor and privilege 
to serve as the 2016-2017 Guild President. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for 
this opportunity to serve you and for your support.  

      Warmest Regards, 

      Sharon Kasica  
      2016-2017 President 
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Music Education Enhances Our 
Community 

With the goal of serving the music education needs of the 
greater Greensboro area, it was a banner year for the Guild. 
Highlights include: 
 

¶ The Music in the Middle concerts enriched the lives of 
over 5,000 7th grade students last October. 

¶ The School Concert Program (elementary school concerts) 
delighted 7,000 3rd and 4th graders in March. 

¶ Three High School Partnership Programs provided an opportunity for student 
musicians to be mentored by GSO musicians, culminating with an onstage 
performance prior to the May Masterworks and Chamber concerts. 

¶ Scholarships were awarded to deserving students in the GSYO, Youth 
Philharmonic and Youth Camerata orchestras. 
 
Although the Guild has continuously set music education as its primary goal, 

rising costs and increased demand have created pressure on our ability to fund all the 
education needs identified by the GSO. To satisfy unmet needs, The Annual 
Education Campaign was established in 2015. The Education Campaign Committee of 
the Guild determines how these monies are distributed and all contributions go 
directly to the designated students and programsðthe Guild has complete autonomy 
over these contributions.  
The 2017 Education Campaign Chairs Frances Vinoski and Karen Claypool 

wish to sincerely thank those who participated in last yearôs Campaign. We encourage 
members to consider making a difference in the lives of students in the Triad area by 
supporting the Campaign this fall. We are already off to a great start for 2017 with 
donations from two new members, Holmes B. Ramsay and Samantha Saake, along 
with a contribution from Past-President, Mary Fisher.  
The Campaign runs from May through December, 2017, and we hope all 

members will consider making a contribution that will directly impact the lives of 
countless children in our community. For your convenience, you can make a donation 
to the Campaign at the same time you renew your membership this spring by 
indicating your desired contribution on the Membership Renewal form. You may wish 
to make your donation in honor or in memory of someone special. The names of 
donors and honorees will be published in the Guild Horn each month through January.  
Music enriches our community in countless ways. Please help us support the 

GSOôs education initiatives and enrich the lives of many deserving children in the 
greater Greensboro area. 

Greensboro Symphony Youth Or-
chestra's final concert of the season was 
held at Page High School on Sunday, 
May 21st. Excitement was in the air as 
winners of the Guild's Education Fund 
awards were announced. Winners were:  

 

¶ Annual Campaign Summer 
Study/Private Lesson 
Annie Jakubek, percussion  
Michael Drusdow, violin  
Will Sizemore, horn  
Yuri Brown, horn 

¶ Sam Wilson Award 
Sanaa Lucas, viola. (Sanaa was also 
a Concerto Competition winner, and 
performed with Michael Drusdow at 
the Guild's April membership meet-
ing.) 

¶ Conductor's Award 
Andrew Dagger, cello 

¶ Sullivan Award  
Mason Krusch, trumpet         
 
Another very successful year for the 

Youth Orchestra was capped by a de-
lightful final concert.  
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Greensboro Symphony Guild  

Names Debutantes 

MARGARET CLARA BATES, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Coke Bates of Greensboro, a student at the University of 
South Carolina; 

HANNAH NICOLE BEAUPRE, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Brian 
Keith Beaupre of Greensboro, a student at the University of 
North Carolina at Charlotte; 

MERCER MONTGOMERY BRADY, daughter of Ms. Krista 
Botzis Brady of Greensboro, and Mr. Joseph Donald Brady of 
Greensboro, a student at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill; 

ADDISON LAUREN CLEM, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Carl Sands of Greensboro, and Mr.  David Ross Clem of 
Greensboro, a student at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill; 

NOELLE ANN CORNELIUS, daughter of Dr. Polly Butler 
Cornelius and Mr. Perry Wayne Cornelius of Greensboro, a 
student at Elon University; 

HANNAH MARIE DIAZ, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Roberto 
Diaz of Greensboro, a student at Belmont University; 

SYDNEY ROSE EHINGER, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Robert 
Richard Ehinger of Greensboro, a student at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill; 

KATHLEEN LLOYD ELLISON, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lawrence Roland Stoehr of Greensboro, and Mr. Stephen Lloyd 
Ellison of Greensboro, a student at North Carolina State 
University; 

HAILEY ANN HAWKINS, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Vernon 
Richard Hawkins of Greensboro, a student at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill; 

ASHLYN RAINELDE HOCUTT, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Joseph Hocutt, junior, of Kernersville, a student at 
Appalachian State University; 

KENDALL BLAIR HUNT, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clyde 
Lafayette Hunt III of Greensboro, a student at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill; 

OLIVIA ASHLYN INGRAM, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Rodney 
Kyle Ingram of Greensboro, a student at the University of 
Virginia; 

SABRINA BRASWELL MEADOWS, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Christopher Matthew Meadows of Greensboro, a student at North 
Carolina State University; 

HANNAH ROBERSON MILLS, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Edward Mills of Greensboro, a student at East Carolina 
University; 

SARAH ELIZABETH PARK, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley 
William Park of Greensboro, a student at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill; 

HANNAH ELIZABETH JACKSON PARRISH, daughter of Ms. 
Karen Jackson Parrish and the late Mr. Samuel Lee Parrish of 
Greensboro, a student at Appalachian State University; 

CLAIRE FINLAY RUCH, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George 
Finlay Ruch of Greensboro, a student at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill; 

MORGAN MARY WESTERHOFF, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
David Owen Westerhoff of Greensboro, a student at Appalachian 
State University; 

AVERY DURDEN WILSON, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Cunningham Wilson of Greensboro, a student at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill; 

MOLLIE JANE WINSTEAD, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
McKinnon Winstead, junior, of Greensboro, a student at North 
Carolina State University. 

The Greensboro Symphony Guild has announced the names of the 20 young women who will make their debuts at the 40th 
annual Symphony Presentation Ball to be held December 28. 

The Symphony Presentation Ball honors young women, with connections to the Greensboro area, who have made significant 
contributions to the communities in which they live. Mrs. Alpheus Keith Faircloth (Deborah) will serve as chair; Mrs. David Lee 
Hamilton (Peggy) will serve as honorary chair; and Mr. Mark Leslie Littrell will serve as master of ceremonies. 

Guild-sponsored activities include a Spring Mothersô Wine and Cheese, Mother-Daughter Luncheon, Debutante Informal, 
Marshalsô Tuxedo Fitting Evening, Family Covered Dish Picnic, Fall Tea, Dadsô Barbecue, Holiday Tea, and Waltz Evening. The 
debutantes and their families will also enjoy ñA Night at the Symphonyò on November 11. In addition, the parents of the debutantes 
will host several parties in honor of their daughters. 

       The debutantes are: 
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